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Grace and peace to you all in this Advent and Christmas Season 

Every year I hear Karen Carpenter sing, ñ/È ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÎÏ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÌÉËÅ ÈÏÍÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ                  

ÈÏÌÉÄÁÙÓȢȢȢȱ  Her warm alto tone, both cozy and comforting, invites me to close my 
eyes and think about home. 

There is something about this season, more than others, that welcomes a sense 

of nostalgia.  It begs and urges us to rememberðhome.  

I, like many of you, have had many homes through the course of my lifeðmy 

childhood home in Greenbush, WI; my college home at Elmhurst University; my 

first apartment in Evanston, IL; another apartment in Greendale, WI; a house in 

Plymouth; a house in Kiel; a house in Grafton.  Each of these places I considered 

a home.  

And even now, when I list them off, I remember the way each of these homes was 

decorated for Christmas.  I can close my eyes and imagine my college apartment 

and see the spot where we put our little artificial tree.  I can remember the garland 

that was hung over trim in my childhood home.  I can remember the various                  

positions we have put up our Christmas tree in our current home (as it turns out, 

radiant heat dries out live Christmas trees...fast).  I can retrieve memories from 

each of these places andðalong with many subsequent storiesðit is hard to     

decide which one of these come to mind when I hear Karen Carpenter sing.   

But, what I also remember when I think of home, are all the congregations I was 

able to call home.  I remember my home church and their incredibly over-the-top 

Christmas programs, that included an all-day Saturday rehearsal the day before.    

I remember Christmas Eve as an intern at Emanuel Church in Hales Corners, 

where I participated in the Christmas Eve services as a leader.  This was my first 

óworkingô Christmas Eve.  And the Christmas Eve I spent leading worship as a 

Chaplain at Bethany Homes in Glenview, IL. And my first Christmas Eve/

Christmas Day as the Pastor of Bethlehem, UCC in Kiel.  And, last but not least, 

the Christmas Eves I have been privileged to spend with you here at Pilgrim. And 

even now, when I list them, I remember these places and people.  I remember 

how sanctuaries were decorated.  When I recollect all these congregations, it is 

hard to decide which one comes to mind when I hear Karen Carpenter sing.   

Home has never been one place to me; instead, it has become a myriad of        

people, places, and memories that have held me at different times in my life.          

I am profoundly grateful for all of them.  And they have taught me, truly,                       

home is that place where you can go to be loved.  And treasured.    

I hope that Karen Carpenter, in her warm alto voice, invites us to consider all the 

places we have called home with wonder and gratitude and, maybe, a tinge of 

longing for ñthe good old days.ò   This season, may we have grateful hearts as we 

prepare to welcome the Christ Child homeðwith a mother, a father, and a       

mangerð to be loved and treasured.  

/È ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÎÏ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÌÉËÅ ÈÏÍÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÌÉÄÁÙÓȢ   

With love, Pastor Ashley  
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Pilgrimõs online   

giving link:   

Online Giving  

  DECEMBER Scripture Readings ñCommon English Bible  

Ω    6ÉÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ 0ÅÁÃÅ   LǎŀƛŀƘ ммΥм-млΤ tǎŀƭƳ тнΥм-тΣ му-мфΤ wƻƳŀƴǎ мрΥп-моΤ aŀǧƘŜǿ оΥм-мн 

ΣΦ   (ÅÁÒÔÂÅÁÔ ÏÆ *ÕÓÔÉÃÅ   LǎŀƛŀƘ орΥм-млΤ tǎŀƭƳ мпсΥр-млΤ [ǳƪŜ мΥпсō-ррΤ WŀƳŜǎ рΥт-млΤ 

       aŀǧƘŜǿ ммΥн-мм  

ΤΣ   'ÏÄ 7ÉÔÈ 5Ó    LǎŀƛŀƘ тΥмл-мсΤ tǎŀƭƳ улΥм-тΣ мт-мфΤ wƻƳŀƴǎ мΥм-тΤ aŀǧƘŜǿ мΥму-нр 

ΤΪ  #ÏÓÍÉÃ 0ÒÁÉÓÅ   LǎŀƛŀƘ соΥт-фΤ tǎŀƭƳ мпуΤ IŜōǊŜǿǎ нΥмл-муΤ aŀǧƘŜǿ ннΥмо-но   

OPEN POSITIONS 

* Missions Director  

* Treasurer  
 

Please send letter of 
interest and resume 

to Dave Braby at 
brabydave@icloud.com  

 

Please contact                   
Pastor Ashley                            

with questions. 

 

Visit page 9 for an Inclusion article on            

Religious Diversity, as we want to celebrate 

and honor the many interdenominational 

families in our congregation. 

Womenôs Advent Candlelight Serviceð

Monday, December 8 

Ladies, join us for an evening created just for 

youða break from all the stress that the holiday 

season brings upon us  Enjoy an evening of song, stories, 

friendship, and candlelight.                                                   

Please feel free to bring a family member or friend. 

Friendship & treats:  6:30 pm / Serviceð7:00 pm 

Looking forward to seeing youðThe Womenôs Journey 

(!.').' ÏÆ ÔÈÅ '2%%.3 

0ÒÅÐ 7ÏÒËȡ  4ÕÅÓÄÁÙȟ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ς 

$ÅÃÏÒÁÔÉÎÇȡ  7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙȟ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ σ 

"ÅÇÉÎÓ φȡσπ ÅÁÃÈ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇȢ 

0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÊÏÉÎ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÓÈÉÐ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ ÄÅÃÏȤ

ÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÎÃÔÕÁÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÎÁÒÔÈÅØȢ  ! ÆÅ× ÅØÔÒÁ ÈÁÎÄÓ 

×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÈÅÌÐÆÕÌ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒËȢ  #ÏÎÔÁÃÔ 2ÏÎ 

7ÉÌÄÁÓÉÎ ÏÒ ÁÎÙ ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÁÍ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÁÓÓÉÓÔȢ  

3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ΣΦɂÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ΣΡȡΥΡ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅȟ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ 
ÇÁÔÈÅÒ ÉÎ +ÁÌ×ÅÉÔ (ÁÌÌ ÆÏÒ Á ÌÉÇÈÔ ÌÕÎÃÈ ɉÆÒÅÅ 

×ÉÌÌ ÏǟÅÒÉÎÇɊȟ ÔÈÅÎ ÃÁÒÐÏÏÌ ÁÎÄ ÓÉÎÇ ÃÁÒÏÌÓ ÔÏ 

ÏÕÒ 0ÉÌÇÒÉÍ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÈÏÍÅÂÏÕÎÄ ÏÒ ÉÎ 

ÎÅÅÄ ÏÆ ÅØÔÒÁ ÃÈÅÅÒȢ !ÌÌ ÖÏÉÃÅÓ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅȦ     

                     4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÓÐÒÅÁÄ ËÉÎÄÎÅÓÓȢ 

YOUTH COOKIE BAKE: 

Sunday, December 14 

9:00-10:30 am and 11:30 am -12 pm 

Visit page 5 for more details! 

0ÉÌÇÒÉÍ &ÁÍÉÌÙ &ÕÎÄȡ  4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÁÎ       

ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ 

ÏÕÒ ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ                          

ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÉÎÇ ПÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ ÈÁÒÄÓÈÉÐȢ  

0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÕÓÅ ÅÎÖÅÌÏÐÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÅ×Óȟ 

ÏÎÌÉÎÅ ÏÐÔÉÏÎȟ ÏÒ ÓÅÎÄ ÔÏ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȟ ÎÏÔȤ

ÉÎÇ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ Ȱ0ÉÌÇÒÉÍ &ÁÍÉÌÙ &ÕÎÄȢȱ 

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE:   December 31  

Annual Congregational Meeting:                       

Sunday, February 1, 2025  

December Worship Events at Pilgrim  

§ Worship ServicesñJoin us at 8 and 10:30 for wor-

ship, which includes our special Advent Candle Lighting. 

§ Womenõs Advent Service, December 8, 6:30 pm 

§ Music by the Gospellers, December 14, 10:30 amñThis joyful 
service promises to fill our sanctuary with spirit, energy, 

and hope!  Visit page 6 for more info about their weekend 

visit. 

§ Blue Christmas/Longest Night Service, December 18, 7:00 pm 
        Pastor Ashley will lead this special in-person service.     

        While we do have feelings of joy during this season, there    

        are many who feel sadness, fear, and anxiety. 

§ Childrenõs Christmas Program, December 21ð òSing with us 

the Christmas Storyó will be presented at the 10:30 am 

service. 

§ Christmas Eve Candlelight Services:  3:00 / 5:00 / 9:00 pm     
We look forward to sharing Blessings of Christmas with 

you. 

§ Sunday, December 28 Worship Service:  9:00 am:  A New 

Yearôs Party with treats and fellowship will follow service. 

https://pilgrimuccgrafton.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf1b230292b541c27049232c&id=c5249c7a41&e=b84b0883e9
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Pilgrim members and friends are al-
ways welcome to join the Mission 

Team. 

If you would like to join this team, or 
have an interest in particular mission 
opportunities, contact Pastor Ashley or any Mission 
Team member. 

b9LDI.hw{ Lb b995 

.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 
ƻŶŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ϷмΣнрнΦлл ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƧǳǎǝŎŜ ŀƴŘ                   
ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¦// hŶŎŜ ƻŦ                    
tǳōƭƛŎ tƻƭƛŎȅ ϧ !ŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ƛƴ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ 5Φ/Φ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΗ 

¢I9 /IwL{¢a!{ C¦b5 Ϥ 
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CƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ ƻƴŜ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ 
¢ƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ CǳƴŘ Ƙŀǎ     
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ     
ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭŜǊǎΥ    

ǊŜǝǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǝǾŜ ¦// ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΣ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŘƻƴŀǝƴƎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ 
ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŘŜŜǇŜǎǘ ƴŜŜŘΦ  ¸ƻǳǊ ƎƛƊ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ 
ŀ ǘŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŎǊƛǝŎŀƭ ƭƛŦŜƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ 
ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŀƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ   

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǳǎŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ CǳƴŘ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǿǎ ƻǊ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ hƴƭƛƴŜ DƛǾƛƴƎ ƭƛƴƪΦ                    
²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΦ 

Ȱȣ7(%. 4(%9 3!7 4(% 34!2ȟ                                                    
4(%9 7%2% &),,%$ 7)4( */9ȣȱ  -ÁÔÔÈÅ× ςȡρπ 

 

WINTER FOOD DRIVE FOR                      

FAMILY SHARING  

           Included on page 12 is a                                                

2025 Family Sharing Advent Calendar! 

Please bring these non-perishable items to 

Pilgrim in January to the carport entrance; 

they will be gathered and sent to Family Sharing.  Calendar 

copies are available at church.   

          Thank you so much for your donations. 

²ŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀ ōƛǘ ƳŜǊǊƛŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƎƘǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 
ƪƛŘǎ ƛƴ {9 ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΚ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ tƛƭƎǊƛƳ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ 
ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ YŀǇŎƻΩǎ YƛŘнYƛŘ ¢ƻȅ 
5ǊƛǾŜΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ IƻƳŜǘƻǿƴ 
IŜǊƻŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƭǾŀǝƻƴ !ǊƳȅΣ ŀƭƭ 
ǘƻȅǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭπ
ŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ол ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ 
ŎƘŀǊƛǝŜǎ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ {ƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴ bŜǿ ǘƻȅǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ƻũ ŀǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻŶŎŜ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪ 
ōƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ YƛŘǎнYƛŘǎ ƅȅŜǊ ŀǧŀŎƘŜŘΦ  DƛƊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ      
ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ǳƴǝƭ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ммΦ  CƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƎƛƊ 
ƛŘŜŀǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǾƛǎƛǘΥ   

https://www.kids2kidstoydrive.com/toy-drive  

Kapcoôs KIDS2KIDS is proud to distribute toys to 

local families in need.  We partner with these    

organizations to ensure children receive toys 

during the holidays: 

Camp Reunite & Hometown Heroes 

The Salvation Army 

Ronald McDonald House 

Jacarrie Kicks for Kids 

Victims of Milwaukee Violence 

Family Sharing     & many more 

C!aL[¸ twhaL{9 thw¢[LDI¢ {I9[¢9wΣ                      
thw¢ ²!{ILbD¢hb 

¢ƘŜ tƻǊǘƭƛƎƘǘ {ƘŜƭǘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ 
ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ƻǊ ŀǘ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ƛƴ hȊŀǳƪŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 
ŦƻǊ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀƛƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƎŜǘ 
ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŜŜǘΦ  Lǘ Ŏŀƴ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǎ нл ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ǝƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǘΣ ƻǊ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΦ 
!ƊŜǊ мл ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀƴƪŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǧǊŜǎǎ ǇŀŘǎ ƴŜŜŘ      
ǊŜǇƭŀŎƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳƻƴŜǘŀǊȅ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ ōƭŀƴƪŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǧǊŜǎǎ ǇŀŘǎ ŦƻǊ у 
Ŧǳƭƭ ŀƴŘ мн ǘǿƛƴ ōŜŘǎΦ  hǳǊ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ      
{ƘŜƭǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ !ƳŀȊƻƴ 
tǊƛƳŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǳǎŜ ŀƴ 
ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǿǎ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ CŀƳƛƭȅ tǊƻƳƛǎŜΣ ƻǊ ǳǎŜ 
ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 
ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΗ 
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 tƛƭƎǊƛƳΩǎ bǳǊǎŜǊȅ    ¢ƘŜ bǳǊǎŜǊȅ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ млΥол ŀƳ 

ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ  .ǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀōƛŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ о-ȅŜŀǊ

-ƻƭŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴǳǊǎŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ 

ȅƻǳǘƘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƻǾŜǊ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǧƭŜ 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǝǊŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ 

»ŖšŊƠŖŨ 9œŖšĢƠĬŭƝƥ ]ŷǅƠ 

*~|®]f® ®qj *qrzhªj|ŋ« >r|r«®ª· Oj]{Ī 
fqrzhªj|«{r|r«®ª·œ§rzpªr{¯ffpª]o®~|Ĩ~ªp 

,j´~| I~zº]ª 

  .zj{j|®]ª·ķ>rhhzj Mfq~~z    
     .h¯f]®r~| *~~ªhr|]®~ª 

.{{] =¯fq® Ŕ                              
Oª]fj· U]| L·ºr| 

*qrzhªj|ŋ« >r|r«®ª· .h¯f]®r~|        

Children's Hour takes place every Sunday morning                                                           
during the 10:30 am worship service 

        *Kids start the service in the pews with their families, and they                              

         head downstairs after the Children's Time during the service 

Registration for the 

2025/2026 Childrenõs Hour  

Use this link to       

register your 

child(ren): 

Practices continue for our Childrenõs Christmas Program                                         
this month during Childrenõs Hour!   

   

 Here is our schedule: 

 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ   тτtǊŀŎǝŎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǳǊ 

 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мпτtǊŀŎǝŎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǳǊ 

 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нмτ5ǊŜǎǎ wŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭ Ϫ фΥол ŀƳ 

 

       Come and sing with us! 

 Sunday, December 21 @ 10:30 am 

 

?~ *qrzhªj|ŋ« 5~¯ª Ļ ,jfj{ejª ĕě 

*qrzhªj|ŋ« 5~¯ª µrzz ªj®¯ª|                         
~| ;]|¯]ª· ė 

/ñóāó wÅÓþÞĞ wÅĞĩļ 
cčĹÞĆÑÞĞ ʽ˂ 

mailto:childrensministry@pilgrimuccgrafton.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfweniXs7c9MqYDbNYwu1LNDpk5b9wIK1BnhWFKQp7U9hn8Lw/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfweniXs7c9MqYDbNYwu1LNDpk5b9wIK1BnhWFKQp7U9hn8Lw/viewform?usp=dialog
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Contact the Youth Ministries Team  

       youthministry@pilgrimuccgrafton.org 

Meg Claeys  

    Middle/High School Coordinator  

Devon Polzar  

     Elementary/Middle School Coordinator  

*~|¼ª{]®r~| *z]««j« 

Confirmation Classes are held on Wednesday nights through May 6.                 

Classes are open to ALL 7th and 8th graders, regardless of where they 

are at on their spiritual journey.  If you would like more information on our 

Confirmation classes, please reach out to the Youth Ministry Team.  

**No Confirmation Classes on December 24 and December 31** 

Youth Mission Trip: July 12-16, 2026 
***Weôve had a tremendous response to our youth mission trip next summeré
because of the large group, we are currently working on possible alternate plansé
be on the lookout for more information soon! 

*Youth and       
Parents: 

 
 We will be baking 

and decorating 

cookies on                   

December 11-13         

 

Watch for an email 

with sign-up                    

information! 

 

/ƘƛƭƛκtŀŎƪŜǊ 

tŀǊǘȅ 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мс 

 ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ  

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΗ 

mailto:youthministry@pilgrimuccgrafton.org
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                        SOCIAL /ENRICHMENT 

WOMENôs JOURNEY:      See you at the 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ !ÄÖÅÎÔ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅȦ 

Groups not meeting during this busy month of December (will return in January) 

                                  COFFEE CHAT / SCOPA / FUNSETTERS 

     Enjoy these ñgame daysò - all beginning at 1:00 pm in the Conference Room:           

      CRIBBAGE:     Monday, December 8                    SHEEPSHEAD:  Friday, December 12        

      DOMINOES:     Wednesday, December 17           (No sheepshead on Friday, December 26) 

%.2)#(-%.4 /00/245.)4)%3                                                

×Ⱦ0ÁÓÔÏÒ !ÓÈÌÅÙȡ 

¶ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ Ǫ 3ÅÒÍÏÎɂ-ÏÎÄÁÙÓȟ ΫΪȡέΪ ÁÍ 

¶ 6ÅÓÐÅÒÓɂ7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙÓ ÖÉÁ :ÏÏÍ ÁÔ ΰȡΫί ÐÍ 

¶ "ÉÂÌÅ 3ÔÕÄÙɂ7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙÓȟ αȡΪΪ ÐÍ 

!ÄÕÌÔ 3ÔÕÄÙ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÓ ÏÎ 3ÕÎÄÁÙÓ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇÓ ÁÔ γȡΫί ÁÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

#ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ 2ÏÏÍ 

···················· 

 

The Wisconsin UCC Gospellers, a statewide gospel 

choir affiliated with the United Church of Christ, will 

bring their energetic and faith-filled music to Pilgrim 

UCC Grafton during worship on Sunday, December 

14 at 10:30 a.m. All are invited to join the Gospellers 

in songñcome to the open rehearsal on Saturday, 

December 13 from 3ð5 p.m. and lift your voice in 

praise! 

Because many members travel from more than an 

hour away, weõre also looking for families willing to 

host a Gospeller overnight from Saturday to Sunday. 

Your hospitality helps make this ministry of music 

possible. Contact Naomi Seiler if youõre willing to 

host: Naomi.M.Seiler@gmail.com or 262-546-0607 

This joyful service promises to fill our sanctuary with 

spirit, energy, and hopeñplease make a special effort 

to attend and invite friends and neighbors! 

The Gospellers will also be traveling to Germany from 

June 16ðJuly 2, 2026, sharing the good news 

through music and fellowship. They are current-

ly raising funds and welcoming new singers to join 

them for this exciting journey. To learn more or ex-

press interest, email wisconsingospellers@gmail.com, 

visit www.wisconsingospellers.org, or follow them on 

Facebook at Wisconsin UCC Gospellers. 

mailto:Naomi.M.Seiler@gmail.com
mailto:wisconsingospellers@gmail.com
http://www.wisconsingospellers.org/


Page 7 
  THANK YOUs,  PILGRIM PRAYERS & CARES   

Our Thanks toé. 

Coffee TimeðTo Patty Guist, Neal Hobbs, and the Property & Grounds team for their work in                     
implementing the wonderful new coffee system in the kitchenette.  

Chili/Packer PartyðTo Youth Ministry leaders, youth, volunteers, and all who provided chilið              
thank you for a special event! 

Thanksgiving D®corðTo Cherie Burton and Kit Faase for the beautiful sanctuary. 

Thanksgiving MealðTo Hope Holland-Mullins, Patty Guist, and the Hospitality Team for the wonderful 
meal, and to all who brought  dishes and participated in fellowship. 

Diabetes AwarenessðTo the Inclusion Team, once again, for providing a spotlight to Diabetes, and providing treats 
and recipes as well. 

Meal BlitzðThank you to those who donated meals in November, and throughout the year! 

 

For Healing and Strength 

*For Landon Claeys, who is recovering from surgery in Critical Condition at Childrenôs Hospital. Prayers for him as          

  enters into a long and complicated recovery process.  Prayers for Meg, Mike, and Robbie as they support him and  

  each other.   

*For Sherry, Caryn Boegelôs sister-in-law, recovering from spine surgery. 

*For Joyce Schowalter, who is recovering at home following hip replacement surgery. 

*For Lys Buck, who continues treatment for recurrent endometrial cancer.  Please continue prayers for Lysô mom,   

 who is receiving chemo for abdominal cancer.  Prayers for Liz, Jordan, and Emlyn 
 

Ongoing 

*For the safety of all our military personnel. 

*For all those struggling with economic insecurity. 

*For all those who struggle with mental illness. 

*For all who are caregivers for family & friends. 

*For all who are homebound in senior living and assisted living facilities.  

*For our brothers & sisters at Mount Horeb Baptist Church. 

 

 

¢I!bY ¸h¦τ! ƭŜǧŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ tŀƛƎŜ ²ŜōǎǘŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ aŜƴƻƳƛƴŜŜ bŀǝƻƴΣ YŜǎƘŜƴŀΣ 
DǊŜŜƴ .ŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ŦǊƻƳ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƭŜǧŜǊ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƙŀƭƭ 

$ÅÁÒ 2ÅÖȢ !ÓÈÌÅÙ *Ȣ .ÏÌÔÅȟ 

) ÁÍ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓ ÍÙ ÓÉÎÃÅÒÅ ÇÒÁÔÉÔÕÄÅ ÆÏÒ ÓÅÌÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÍÅ ÁÓ Á ÒÅÃÉÐÉÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐȣ4ÈÉÓ ÓÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐ ×ÉÌÌ 
ÓÉÇÎÉУÉÃÁÎÔÌÙ ÅÁÓÅ ÍÙ УÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ ÂÕÒÄÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌÏ× ÍÅ ÔÏ ÆÏÃÕÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÏÎ ÍÙ ÓÔÕÄÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÍÅÎÔȣ                
9ÏÕÒ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÍÅ ÒÅÁÃÈ ÍÙ ÇÏÁÌÓ ÂÕÔ ÁÌÓÏ ÉÎÓÐÉÒÉÎÇ ÍÅ ÔÏ ÏÎÅ ÄÁÙ ÇÉÖÅ ÂÁÃË ÁÎÄ ÈÅÌÐ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ      

ÐÕÒÓÕÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÄÒÅÁÍÓȢ 

7ÉÔÈ ÈÅÁÒÔÆÅÌÔ ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȟ  0ÁÉÇÅ 7ÅÂÓÔÅÒ   

O  M   C  F   H 

tŀƳ tŀǳƭΣ IƻƳŜ 

WŀŎƪ [ŀƴŘƳŀƴƴΣ ¢ƘŜ !ǊōƻǊŜǘǳƳΣ aŜƳƻǊȅ /ŀǊŜ 

{ƘŜƭƭȅ tŀǇŜƴŦǳǎΣ IƻƳŜ 

O  M    S 

  !ŘŀƳ [ǳǎǘȅ ς ¦{ !ǊƳȅΣ {ǘŀũ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ 

  aŀǊƪ !ŀǊƻƴ {ŎƘǳōŜǊǘτ¦{ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜΣ !ƛǊƳŀƴ 
 

  DŀǊǊŜǧ wŜǎŎƻǊƭŀτ¦{ aŀǊƛƴŜ /ƻǊǇǎΣ [/ǇƭΣ  
  ƅƛƎƘǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ŀƛǊŎǊŜǿ ŎŜǊǝŬŎŀǝƻƴ 

  WƻǎƘ aŜƛŜǊτ!ǊƳȅ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ DǳŀǊŘΣ {ǇŎΦ 

  [ǳƪŜ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ τ ¦{ bŀǾȅ-.ǳƛƭŘŜǊ /ƘƛŜŦ tŜǧȅ hŶŎŜǊ 
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yħƏǟ Ŵǐ bħŬŴŋĳŋũħŴƪשPlease use these SignUpGenius 
Links to offer your gifts here at Pilgrim.   As always, the Narthex 

board is ready, and you may always call or email church to assist.   

      SCRIPTURE READERS  

                  USHERS 

       FLOWERS  

  т   ht9b 

мп   tƻƛƴǎŜǩŀǎ 

нм   tƻƛƴǎŜǩŀǎ 

ну   tƻƛƴǎŜǩŀǎ 

  т /ŀǊƭƛ CŀƳƛƭȅ 

мп ht9b 

нм ht9b 

ну [ŀ±ŜǊƴŜ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ  

    BULLETINS  
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'2%%4%23 ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÄȦ  6ÉÓÉÔ ÔÈÅ                    

ÌÉÎË ÁÂÏÖÅȟ  ÏÒ ÓÉÇÎ ÕÐ ÁÔ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȢ  

December 7 & 21: Jane Sowers @ 10:30 

All other dates are open 

 9őĲƖŔĲЮ7ƨƖƣŸŰЮƽŔũũЮĤĲЮċƻċŔũċĤũĲЮŉŸƖЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮ
ƻŸũƨŰƣĲĲƖЮĬŔƚĦƨƚƚŔŸŰЮċŰĬЮƣŸЮċŰƚƽĲƖЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮ

ƕƨĲƚƣŔŸŰƚЮċĤŸƨƣЮЮŔŰƻŸũƻĲůĲŰƣЮőĲƖĲЮċƣЮÂŔũŊƖŔůдЮЮ 
 

ШШШШШШШШШШШШШÖƓĦŸůŔŰŊШéŸũƨŰƣĲĲƖШ?ƖŸƓ-ŔŰШ ŔŊőƣШ 
ШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ?ĲĦĲůĤĲƖЮΤΣеЮΩжΣΣЮƓů 

Scripture Readers:    Sign Up to Read Scripture         

Ushers:   Sign Up to Usher        

Flowers:  Flowers 

Bulletins:  Bulletins 

Greeters:  Sunday Greeters      

  7   Jane Sowers 

  OPEN 

7 Caryn Boegel 

Karen Maihofer 

14   Chris Leidel 

  Dave Pfeiffer 

14   Bill Maca 

  Mia McCraw 

21   LaVerne Johnson 

  Chris Leidel 

21   Jane Sowers 

  OPEN 

28   9:00 am service: 

  LaVerne Johnson  

 Join us for New  

Yearõs Eve Fellowship 

  8:00 am 10:30 am 

   7  Jane Sowers   7    OPEN 

 14  Marianne Hinder 14   Jane Sowers 

 21  Cathy Wille 21   Jane Sowers 

 28  9:00 am service: 

 Morgan McCraw  

  

  8:00 am 10:30 am 

 SUNDAY MORNING TREATS 

  т bŀŘƛƴŜ 9ŜǊƴƛǎǎŜ 

мп ht9b  ό/ƻƻƪƛŜ .ŀƪŜύ 

нм ht9b 

ну bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ ¢ǊŜŀǘǎ 

&ÒÉÅÎÄÌÙ ÒÅÍÉÎÄÅÒÓȡ  &ÏÏÄ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÎÃÔÕÁÒÙ ÁÎÄ                             
ÃÏÆÆÅÅ ÍÁÙ ÏÎÌÙ ÂÅ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÉÎ ÉÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÆÆÅÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÅÒ ÈÁÓ Á ÃÏÖÅÒȢ   4ÈÁÎËÓȦ 

3:00 pm      Caryn Boegel 

     Cherie Burton 

5:00 pm      Robyn  Wiegand                   

     Robert Olmr 

9:00 pm        LaVerne Johnson  

Christmas Eve Ushers 

https://pilgrimuccgrafton.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf1b230292b541c27049232c&id=54eb2b520e&e=b84b0883e9
https://pilgrimuccgrafton.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf1b230292b541c27049232c&id=0c69662844&e=b84b0883e9
https://pilgrimuccgrafton.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf1b230292b541c27049232c&id=b8120eb5e2&e=b84b0883e9
https://pilgrimuccgrafton.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf1b230292b541c27049232c&id=f3ccbddb87&e=b84b0883e9
https://pilgrimuccgrafton.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf1b230292b541c27049232c&id=6ce84c4004&e=b84b0883e9
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Mission Director 
 

Principal Function: The mission director is a valuable 
member of the church staff. The mission director is        
responsible for coordinating and maintaining all church 
mission projects and communication with pastor, staff, and 
members. 
 
Position Type: 

Part-time; 10 hours per week, not to exceed 520 hours 
per calendar year 

Payroll; Monthly 
Flexible Schedule 
Annual Review  

Treasurer Job Description 
 

Principal Function: The church treasurer is a          
valuable member of the church staff.  The treasurer is 
responsible for maintaining financial management and 
communication with Pastor, Church Council, and the 
Financial Advisory Committee.   
 

Position Type: 

Part-time; hours may vary per week, but not to exceed 
a total of 260 hours per calendar year. 

Payroll; Monthly 

Flexible Schedule 

Annual Review  

This month, the Inclusion team is highlighting religious diversity among families.  We want to celebrate and honor 

the many inter-denominational families in our congregation!  We are glad you are here and we deeply cherish the 

diversity of the body of Christ.  Like Pastor Ashley says, òWe are all ice cream, just different flavors.ó                                     

One of the best ways we can honor these families is provide education on why some practices are different.   

Many of us will go to church services or masses that are not held at Pilgrim.  We wanted to provide 

some information on one of the common practices in Christianity: Holy Communion and the differ-

ences between the traditions.  Just in case you find yourself in a congregation and tradition that 

asks you NOT to take communion, you know why (Itõs because we believe different things happen 

during communion).   

                             Fun facté the United Church of Christ fits into two different traditions. 

Denomination Is Christ present? What happens? 
How often? 

Who can receive? 

Reformed 
*United Church of Christ 

Yes! Christ is present 
spiritually (but not phys-
ically) in bread and wine 

Communion is a way grace 
is received, and the people 
are fed spiritually 

Frequency varies by individual 
congregation as does ability to 

receive 

Roman Catholic 

Yes!ð the bread and 
wine become the body 
and blood of Christ 

The physical substance of 
the bread and wine change 
to become the Body and 
Blood of Christ 

Often offered daily, always    
offered at weekly mass 

Only baptized and confirmed 
Catholics are allowed to receive 

Lutheran 

Yes! Christ is in, with, 
and under the                   
bread and wine 

The bread and wine remain 
bread and wine, but Christ 
becomes spiritually and 
truly present in them. 

Most congregations offer it 
weekly 

ELCA: All baptized Christians 
LCMS and WELS:                     
Only church members 

Episcopal 

Yes! and No! 
The answer will often de-
pend on the theology of 
the local church 

They donôt define what 
happens exactly, but; many 
believe in a spiritual real 

presence 

Frequency varies by individual 
congregation 

Methodist 

Yes! Christ is really    
present, but they donôt 
describe exactly how-       
It is A Holy Mystery 

Communion is a channel of 
grace; elements remain 
bread and wine but are   
instruments of                    
Christôs presence 

Open table and frequency     
varies by individual                        
congregations 

Pentecostal / Charismatic 
Non-Denominational 

No? It depends on the 
congregation, but it is 
almost always symbolic 

Communion is a memorial 
act that also may mediate 
healing or spiritual renewal 

Varies; often monthly or               
occasionally 



                        FINANCIAL / FAMILY FUND & ASSISTANCE 

Click here for           

Pilgrimõs 

Online Giving Link 
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Please note that neither the income received 

nor the expenses paid occur on a regular 

quarterly basis. 

Therefore, items showing large increases or 

decreases from Budget may not show much 

difference from Budget at year-end. 

OPEN STAFF POSITION 

Treasurer  
 

Please send letter of interest and      
resume to Dave Braby at 
brabydave@icloud.com  

 

Contact Pastor Ashley with questions                        
concerning this vital role. 

 

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE: 

In anticipation of the ANNUAL MEETING 
on February 1, 2026, please turn in                      
annual reports by December 31. 

STEWARDSHIP MATERIALS                             

Please return your pledges and                         

Time & Talent Sheets!   

          Thank you to those who have! 

Pilgrim Church takes care of the members of our family.  The love you provide for one another is astounding.   
Thank you for your contributions to the Pilgrim Family Fund. 

  For those who need assistance from local food pantries, see below information regarding what to expect and contact info: 

Family Sharing Food Pantry:  1002 Overland Court, Grafton, 262-377-0634   
https://www.familysharingozaukee.org/about/  
                This pantry is open for shopping on Tuesdays from 10:00 am until 1:00 pm, Wednesdays 2:00-4:00 pm, and the   
second Saturday of the month from 9:00-11:00 am.  If those times do not work for you, contact Family Sharing and they will 
work with you to find a time to shop. Family Sharing has Express Pantry, with prepackaged groceries and In- person shopping 
available.  In order to shop at the panty you will need to provide contact information and a valid ID that identifies your Ozaukee 
County residency.  Children (under 18) can use school ID cards or insurance cards.  More information on signing up to shop 
can be found here: 
https://www.familysharingozaukee.org/food-pantry/our-programs-2/#in-store 
  
Ozaukee Food Alliance: 100 East Green Bay Road, Saukville, 262-689-8591 
https://ozaukeefoodalliance.org/programs/ 
                The pantry is open for shopping on Thursdays and Saturdays.  Families are able to shop at the pantry once a 
month.  The pantry operates through sign up appointments. Sign ups open 7 days in advance and panty slots book up        
quickly.  If you are new to the pantry, there are forms that need to be filled out prior to your first visit.  In order to shop at the 
pantry you need to have a valid ID that identifies your Ozaukee County residency.  More information on signing up to shop 
can be found here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0444A4AE28A3F49-appointments1#/ 
 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbS_KAn-qjZXyz_daF0zrvrQiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQslmsIZlo2hqmcNOPb49MNQ=&ver=3
https://pilgrimuccgrafton.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf1b230292b541c27049232c&id=97dfdeb622&e=b84b0883e9
https://pilgrimuccgrafton.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf1b230292b541c27049232c&id=a599469862&e=b84b0883e9
https://pilgrimuccgrafton.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf1b230292b541c27049232c&id=a4cbececcb&e=b84b0883e9
https://pilgrimuccgrafton.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf1b230292b541c27049232c&id=ae71a7bf77&e=b84b0883e9


                               COUNCIL MINUTES 

Pilgrim UCC Council Meeting - October 27, 2025, 6:30pm 

APPROVED COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
 

Present:  Geoff Nauth, Dave Nestler, Rev. Ashley Nolte, Beth Eernisse, Carrie Britt, Nick Sancomb, Jill Timmerman 
Absent:  Marilyn Linde 

Centering Moment offered by Dave.  Centering moment for November - Nick 

Next Meeting Date:   Tuesday, November 18 6:30 pm 

Approval of Meeting Minutes:  Reviewed draft minutes from Septemberõs meeting.  No corrections/updates proposed.  Nick motioned to ap-

prove.   Carrie seconded.  Motion carried and minutes approved. 

Treasurerõs Report  

Incoming 

Regular giving for September totaled $32k - $8k over the same period last year and also $3k over budget. Overall giving, however, remains 

    $17k under budget YTD.  We collected another $8k for the summer appeal, bringing the total for the campaign to $24k.  This will help to 

    close the 2025 budget gap.   

Endowment fund values were up $9k in September and are up $57k YTD. 

Outgoing 

September operating expenses were $26k ($4k under budget in total). The following items were under budget:  Payroll ($2k), Publicity ($1k) 

    and Property Insurance ($1k under budgetðtiming difference only as this was budgeted as a monthly expense but is being paid quarterly) 

Summary 

From a pure operating income/expense perspective, we report $16k income in September (this includes the additional $8k received from 

     the summer appeal campaign).  YTD, we report $22k of income ð without the $24k received from the summer appeal, we would be at a 

     loss of $2k.   

Other 

Pilgrim Family Fund balance is seriously depleted.   

Jill motioned to approve Treasurerõs Report as presented.  Motion seconded by Beth.  Treasurerõs report approved.    

Pastorõs Report  

Pastorõs report reviewed and discussed.   This has been a busy month! 

Committee Liaisons 

Building and Assets ð  

    Agreed that narthex door can remain open during service to allow access from the new walk way.   

    Flow logic value and coffee maker work has been scheduled 

    Electric bills are creeping up.  Under analysis.  

Finance ð Question has been brought to Council as to whether contingency funds should be built into budget to provide for unanticipated  

    emergency spending.  Instead of handling such matters as budget items, suggestion is to reserve funds on the balance sheet to be held  

    specifically to cover emergencies.  In addition, to expedite approval of emergency expenditures, we will suggest a change to our  

    constitution to allow some level of spending ($ TBD) to be approved by council president/paster (rather than by vote of full council). 

Staffðrequest from staff is to provide a credit card reader to be used for brat fry, rummage sale, etc. Carrie and Joy will investigate feasibility.  

Old Business 

Summer appeal ð Total received ~ $24k 

New member, active/inactive status ð tabled discussion for now 

Finance Deacon ð position will be open after first of the year  

Council cloud storage ð no update 

Leadership, Council and Staff Retreat ð will take place November 9 PM @ Pilgrim 

New Business 

 Approve WISE Covenant ð WISE team has submitted covenant for Councilõs approval.  Please review the materials before our next meet-

ing.  Will proceed with formal discussion and vote for approval at the November meeting 

 2026 Church Budget ð Preliminary budget has been just recently submitted.  No major changes in staffing or programming are being 

proposed.  Formal approval tabled until next meeting.  Stewardship letters and pledge card will be sent out this week with an overall 

stewardship goal, indicating that there are no significant budgetary changes anticipated for 2026 and that a formal 2026 budget pro-

posal will be available prior to our annual meeting which will take place on February 1, 2026.    

Action Steps between now and next meeting ð   

Review WISE covenant and be prepared to discuss at November meeting 

Request to FAC team to revise 2026 budget proposal to compare it with actual results from 2024/forecasted 2025 numbers rather  

than to budget numbers that had been approved for those years.  

Adjourn     Jill motioned to adjourn.  Beth seconded.  Motion passed and meeting adjourned.   
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