
Grace and peace to all of you 

Here we are in Lent.  

We in the church have embarked on a season of prayerful work:  Some of us are in the 
midst of fasting; at Pilgrim, we are in the season of Wednesday Lenten meals and             
services; some of us have embarked on personal prayer practices.  It is a season that is 
often marked with intentional and faithful work. Most of this work is done in the quiet of 
our hearts, which means most of it is unseen. 

I wondered this year what it would be like to celebrate the work of Lent in a different 
way—to not just turn inward towards the Divine, but to share pieces of our work and our 
lives with each other.  Especially the work that often goes unseen. 

Work often carries a negative connotation. It is something that we must do. It is a duty.     
It is a requirement to survive in the world today. But that does not describe all work.  
Some work is done not out of duty, but out of joy, because we CAN do it—not simply    
because we must. Most of the practices we engage during this season of Lent fall into this 
category. I do not HAVE to give up meat, but I do. You don’t HAVE to give up sweets, but 
you do.  We do these things not out of necessity, but out of value. This value is not         
monetary; instead, it is personal. 

And this work, the work that is done because we can do it, offers a different tenor and 
tone.  There is a sense of mystery, creativity, joy, and foolishness in it.  I have always felt 
that this work lives at the heart of the season of Lent.   

This year, especially during our Wednesday night services, we will be exploring this kind of 
work.  Work that is pure offering. We will dance with David, we will pray at the burning 
bush with Moses, we will hold love.  But we will also celebrate the work of our hands.  

I have invited members and friends of Pilgrim (that is all of you) to bring in the work of 
your hands to display at the front table of the sanctuary this season.  Already, people have 
brought in quilts, afghans, cards, calligraphy, paintings, woodworking, model cars,               
photographs, tapestries, LEGOs, and so much more.  And, our sanctuary is being filled with 
the work we CAN do.  The work our hands and hearts find joy in completing.     

We still have room and time for you to bring in your work so that you can share it with us 
at Pilgrim.  We have decided to place these pieces at the front of the church so that they 
might live as an offering.  Especially during this season of Lent, this kind of offering is as 
important as our financial offerings because it speaks to the work we do out of pure love 
and joy.  It is the work we do that mirrors the creative actions of God—from out of          
nothing comes something.  From out of the darkness comes light.  From out of the empty 
tomb comes life.   

The movement of Lent is the most creative and imaginative work God has ever done.  This 
Lent, we offer the creative work of our hands as a testament of God’s continued presence 
in this world.  If we are creating through painting, woodworking, sewing, crafting,               
LEGOing, photographing—God is, too.   

Let us not keep this work unseen.                                                           
Instead, let us make visible all the beautiful things                           

God has done and will continue to do—                                                 
especially in this season of Lent.   

 

      Blessings to all of you in all your work this season. 

                              With love, Pastor Ashley 
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Page 2           PILGRIM ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Artwork Display 
Pilgrim members and friends:  If you would 

like to share a piece of  artwork  that you    
(or a family member) have created, please 

bring to church during service times                 
or office hours.   

We’ve really been enjoying the artwork            
already brought in—beautiful! 

THE SEASON OF LENT 
 

Join us on Wednesday evenings as we         
continue the Lenten Journey. Fellowship and 
meal at 5:45 pm, followed by the 7:00 pm 
worship service.   
 

    March 4 —  Children & Youth Ministries                        
                          Property & Grounds 
    March 11— FAC / Care Team 
    March 18— Music Ministry 
    March 25— Council 

 

Free Will Offering for                       
Lenten Meals.                            
       Thank you. 

  

MARCH Scripture Readings—Common English Bible 

  1    Bold Blessing   Genesis 12:1-4a; Psalm 121; Romans 4:1-5, 13-17; John 3:1-17  

 8    Thirsty Voices   Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95; Romans 5:1-11; John 4:5-42   

 15   Restored   1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 

22 Breath of Hope    Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45  

29   Palm Sunday          Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; Matthew 21:1-11 

       Passion Sunday     Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16; Philemon 2:5-11; Matthew 26:14-27, Matthew 27:11-54   

Hearing Assistance System:   We have implemented            
a new Hearing Assistance program at Pilgrim.   

The first method that can be used is for those who 
have hearing aids that are Bluetooth enabled. If you 
would like to use this system with your Bluetooth-
enabled hearing aids, you will first need to download 
the following application from your app store. It is 
called "WaveCast Audio Receiver" or just 
"WaveCast". You will need to have your password 
for the app store before you will be able to down-
load the app.  When you have the app downloaded 
to your phone, come see us in the tech booth and 
we will help you with how to use this app with       
Pilgrim. 

For those without Bluetooth hearing aids, but still 
would like some hearing assistance, we have the       
FM broadcast hearing loop for your use.  Come see 
us in the tech booth and we will get you all set up. 

Feel free to come see us with any questions                       
about hearing assistance. 

OPEN POSITION 

* Missions Director 
 

Please send letter of interest and resume to Dave 
Braby at brabydave@icloud.com 

 

Contact Pastor Ashley with questions. 

                                 Psalm 130:5 
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     Dear Members of Pilgrim: 

"Thank you for your faithful    
support of the Special Mission 

Offerings of the UCC. 

Each year you transform lives                                     
and make the world a more loving place. 

Did you know that over the last ten years,                 
Pilgrim has raised over $50,000 for the                        

Special offerings!  WOW!"    

With thanks, Rev. Rachel McDonald,                        
OCWM and Special Mission Offerings Officer 

On February 3, Pilgrim donated 398 lbs.                                                   
of non-perishables to Family Sharing 

Dear Pilgrim UCC Congregation: 
Thank you for your generous support of Family Sharing.   
In 2025, Family Sharing: 
*distributed 739,000 lbs. of food, personal care items, and pet  
  food to over 45 locations in Ozaukee Co. 
*delivered groceries to 400 seniors each month through the               
  Senior Delivery Program. 
*ensured 170 children had food over the weekends with Bags in                  
  Backpacks. 

      Your investment makes a real difference. 

                With heartfelt appreciation, 

Julie Hoover Executive Director   

Pilgrim members and friends are always 

welcome to join the Mission Team.   If you 

would like to join this team, or have an          

interest in particular    mission opportunities, 

contact Pastor Ashley or any  Mission Team 

member. 

Missions Director:  Please send a letter of interest and 

resume to Dave Braby; job descriptions are posted in 

the hall areas. 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING                                     
(OGHS) 2026    

                      OUR LOVE OFFERING TO THE WORLD 

When you give to One Great Hour of Sharing, you are light 
for people in need.  You offer light when disasters strike, 

and when chronic conditions threaten families and                 
communities. You are light not just in the immediate            

future, but also for the long haul.  When you give, you re-
store not only structures but also transform lives.                             

Your gift ensures that no matter how difficult                                       
the situation is, light shines. 

We will collect through March 29, Palm Sunday.   

Please use a special OGHS envelope found in the pews                                 
or use the Online Giving link.   

Be the light. Please give to One Great Hour of Sharing. 

NIGHT OF WARMTH:   

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who 
supported the Pilgrim offering to benefit 
St. Ben's Warming Room.  We will 
share the total when calculated. 

Those who seek shelter during the cold winter 
nights will benefit from your generosity.                     

INTERGENERATIONAL COMPETITION  

POP TAB COLLECTION  

       RONALD McDONALD      

               HOUSE, MKE 

This collection runs through 
Palm Sunday, March 29. Collect tabs at home 
and bring to church or request  pick up.                                                                                     

    Deposit pop tabs in the age-appropriate                              
buckets the Narthex. 

Age categories: 

 27 & under (Gen Z & Gen Alpha) 

 28 to 43 years old (Millennials 

 44 to 59 years old (Gen X) 

 60 to 78 years old (Boomers) 

 79+ years old (Post War) 
 

Since 2000, recycling the little aluminum tabs 
from soda cans has generated over $400,000      
for the Ronald McDonald House. Your pop tab       
collection helps keep families together. 

Tabs are taken to their recycling partner           
and exchanged for funds donated directly to 
support the children & families staying at              
RMHC Eastern WI. 

Join the fun & help raise money                                             
for a wonderful cause!   
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Pilgrim Children’s Hour 

Children's Hour takes place every Sunday morning                                                           

during the 10:30 am worship service 

        *Kids start the service in the pews with their families, and they                              

         head downstairs after the Children's Time during the service 

Registration is FREE and open to ALL children I 3K through 6th Grade. 

Use this link to       

register your                

child(ren): 

Registration for the 2025/2026            

Children’s Hour  

         Pilgrim’s Nursery                             

is open during the 10:30 am worship 

services. Bring your babies through      

3-year-olds to the nursery and we will 

have two youth workers there to watch 

over our little friends during 

the entire worship service.             

The nursery is also open during 

Contact the Children’s Ministry Team: 

childrensministry@pilgrimuccgrafton.org 

                                                        Emma Lucht & 
            Devon Polzar          Tracey Van Ryzin 

  Elementary/Middle School Children’s Ministry Education 
    Education Coordinator  Coordinators 

                                                                                 Easter Flowers  
a symbol of new life and resurrection  

  

 You are invited to donate a flower for our sanctuary, then take home after Easter service.       

    __Tulip-$16 / __Daffodil-$16  /  __Hyacinth-$16 / __  Easter Lily (Single)-$16 / __  Easter Lily (Triple) $32   

      Person or Family donating:   ___________________________________________________________ 

      In Honor or Memory (circle one) -or- other tribute 

       _________________________________________________________________________________                                        

      Relationship to You:______________________________________________________________ 

      Please mail in your order and payment  -or- bring to church and leave in Lisa’s box or the   
      offering basket.     If using our giving app, you are welcome to email your order.                      

       
Checks payable to Pilgrim Church 

Order Deadline:  Monday, March 16            

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfweniXs7c9MqYDbNYwu1LNDpk5b9wIK1BnhWFKQp7U9hn8Lw/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfweniXs7c9MqYDbNYwu1LNDpk5b9wIK1BnhWFKQp7U9hn8Lw/viewform?usp=dialog
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Confirmation Classes 

Our Confirmation Classes will continue to assist with meal clean up and then 

attend the Lent services together each Wednesday night during March.  
 

                                ***No class on Wednesday, April 1*** 

                             Youth Mission Trip:                                        
July 12- 18, 2026 

 
          Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina 
 

          Second payment of $100 is due on March 18 

 

 Contact the                                     
Youth Ministries Team  

youthministry@pilgrimuccgrafton.org 

Meg Claeys  
Middle/High School Coordinator  

Devon Polzar  
Elementary/Middle School Coordinator 

 

Thank you very much 
for your support to               

Trivia & Lunch! 

   

If you bring items during             
Wednesday Lenten fellowship, 
youth will help unload your car! 

St. Patrick's Lunch Food Donations Sign Up  St. Patrick's Lunch Youth AND Parent Volunteers Sign Up  

Links for food donations & volunteers 

mailto:youthministry@pilgrimuccgrafton.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050448ABA72EA0F58-62511632-stpatricks#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050448ABA72EA0F58-62511941-stpatricks#/


 

WOMEN’s JOURNEY:  Tuesday, March 10, 12:30 pm, Kalweit Hall—please bring your lunch 

COFFEE CHAT:  Thursday, March 19, 10:00 am in the Conference Room    

FUNSETTERS: Monday, March 30, 11:30 am — meet at 31 North, Grafton (formerly Ale House) 

                                                                                 Please sign up by Sunday, March 22.                                  

          Enjoy these “game days” - all beginning at 1:00 pm in the Conference Room:           

       SCOPA:           Monday,  March 2                  DOMINOES:  Thursday, March 19 
                                                                                                                               (switched to Thursday because of Lent)    

      CRIBBAGE:     Monday, March 9               SHEEPSHEAD:  Fridays, March 13 & 27 

Sunday, MARCH 22, 5:00 pm 

Everything about the Gospel message leads to the 

cross and proceeds from the cross.  In fact, within the 

narrative of Scripture, the crucifixion of Jesus is       

literally the crux of the story—the axis upon which 

the biblical story turns.  But, it would be a mistake to 

think we could sum up the significance of the          

crucifixion in a tidy sentence or two.   

Brian Zahnd reminds us that the meaning of the cross 

is multifaceted and should touch every aspect of our 

lives.  There are infinite ways to behold the cross of 

Christ as the beautiful form that saves the world.       

The Wood Between the Worlds is an invitation to      

encounter the cross of Christ anew. 

Please purchase the book on your own,                                    

and we’ll see you on the 22nd! 

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES                                                

w/Pastor Ashley: 

• Scripture & Sermon—Mondays, 10:30 am  

• Vespers & Wednesday Bible Study will resume after Easter. 

The Adult Study group meets between services on Sunday 

mornings and continues a series of short films that explore 

our world, with discussion of everything we do and how it 

affects the people around us.     

You are invited to join the sessions between 9:15—10:00 am 

in the downstairs conference room. 
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Our Thanks to…. 

Annual Meeting—To all those who prepared and presented on February 1. 

Acts of Kindness Display—To the Inclusions and Missions Teams for this wonderful idea. 

Bubbler—To John Carli and Neal Hobbs for ordering and installing parts for the water cooler. 

Collection Tray Stands—To Bruce Linde for building the new tray stands.   

Trivia & Lunch—To the Youth Ministry Team, youth, volunteers, those who donated food, and to 

all those who participated in this fun event on February 15 to support the Youth Mission Trip. 

Lenten Season—Ongoing thanks to the Hospitality Team, everyone who provides foods for the meals, to the youth 

for their assistance during fellowship, and to all those participating in the services. 
 

For Healing and Strength 

*For Char Peterson, who will have a procedure next week to help ease chronic pain. 

*For Jenny, Deb Lushine’s daughter, who was admitted to the hospital for testing. 

*For Landon Claeys, who is currently hospitalized in the ICU. 

*For Marilyn Gallagher, who recently moved to Azura Memory Care in Fox Point. 

*For Dorothy Overbye, who recently moved out of her home into an apartment at Cedar Community. 

*For Jan Svoboda, who is recovering from a heart procedure. Prayers for Melora and Neal, her daughter and                
 son-in-law, Jan’s caregivers. 

*For Lys Buck, who continues to receive immunotherapy. Continued prayers for Lys’ mom, who is receiving chemo  

 for abdominal cancer. 

Ongoing 

*For Adam Lusty, who is deployed in the Middle East.  

*For the safety of all our military personnel. 

*For all those struggling with economic insecurity. 

*For all those who struggle with mental illness. 

*For all who are caregivers for family & friends. 

*For all who are homebound in senior living and assisted living facilities.  

*For our brothers & sisters at Mount Horeb Baptist Church. 

With Sympathy 

*For the family of Russell Wiegand, (Robyn Wiegand’s father), who passed away February 4. 

*For the family of Marion Cooper, who passed away February 23. Marion (and her husband Don) were charter members            
 of Pilgrim UCC.   
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Our Members in Care Facilities 

or Homebound 

Carolyn Fuhr, Village Pointe Commons 

Marilyn Gallagher, Azura Memory Care 

Pam Paul, Home 

Shelly Papenfus, Home 

 

Our Members in the Service 

    Adam Lusty – US Army, Staff Sergeant, currently   
                             serving in the Middle East 

    Mark Aaron Schubert—US Air Force, Airman 

    Garrett Rescorla—US Marine Corps, LCpl,  
    flight schooling toward aircrew certification 

    Josh Meier—Army National Guard, Spc. 

    Luke Johnson — US Navy-Builder Chief Petty Officer 
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                  USHERS 

      Ways to Participate: 
 

Scripture Readers:    Sign Up to Read Scripture                 

Ushers:   Sign Up to Usher        

Flowers:  Flowers 

Bulletins:  Bulletins 

Greeters:  Sunday Greeters 

  1 LaVerne Johnson 

Chris Leidel 

  1 Robyn Wiegand 

Robert Olmr 

  8 OPEN (2)   8 OPEN (2) 

15 LaVerne Johnson 

Chris Leidel 

15 OPEN (2) 

22 OPEN (2) 22 OPEN (2) 

29 LaVerne Johnson 

OPEN 

29 OPEN 

  8:00 am 10:30 am 

      SCRIPTURE READERS 

  8:00 am 10:30 am 

   1  Jan Yoon    1 Robert Olmr 

   8  Justin Belleau    8 Jane Sowers 

 15  OPEN  15 Cory Jepsen-Hobbs 

 22  OPEN  22 OPEN 

 29  OPEN  29 OPEN 

 1 OPEN 

8 Mary Johnson 

15 Cory Jepsen-Hobbs 

22 Caryn Boegel 

29 Lynda Kanios 

        FLOWERS 
    BULLETINS 

1 OPEN 

8 OPEN 

15 OPEN 

22 Caryn Boegel 

29 OPEN 

 
Please visit the 

kitchenette 
counter                       

to offer treats 
for Sundays 

 

1 Dustin Beck  

 Char Peterson 

2 Anna Pfeiffer 

3 Gisela Berger 

 Nicole Pekarske 

4 Joel Zautner 

5 Ellen Orten 

6 Carrie Mazzari 

 Teagan Schell 

8 Kate Burrows 

 Ada Nestler 

 Corbinn Staszko 

9 Margarethe Berger 

 Patrick Berger 

 Nicholas Britt 

 Mac Boesch 

 Lance Gruebling 

 Mike Kelling  

10 Hank Boesch 

 Mac Boesch 

11 Grace Wagner 

12 Pat Tumanic 

 Mateo Micic 

13 Nola Paegelow 

 Erin Petersen 

14   Joseph Chapman 

1 OPEN 

8 OPEN 

15 OPEN 

22 OPEN 

29 OPEN 

      TREATS 

Check the board for Lenten Usher Needs—thanks! 

16 Susan Maca 

 Riley Schmitter 

17 Chloe Bertrand 

 Art Merchen 

 Bradley Mayer 

 Peter Nolte 

18 Karen Partenheimer 

19 Robert Olmr 

 Cooper Staszko 

 Diane Stoiber 

20  Samantha Hochstatter   

 Mike Jenkins 

 Ken Klas 

21 Nick Ellenbecker 

 Jonathan Koch 

 Randy Mitschka 

 Cole Schmitter 

22 Rachel Gutridge 

 Tyler Tagliapietra 

23 Kit Faase 

 Max Glab 

24 Christopher duVergey  

 Garrett Rescorla 

25 Jan Braby 

26 Jaden Kunz 

27 Suzy Wilkerson 

28 Amanda Zurbuchen 

29 Miles Mayer 

31 Nicholas Sauer 

https://pilgrimuccgrafton.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf1b230292b541c27049232c&id=54eb2b520e&e=b84b0883e9
https://pilgrimuccgrafton.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf1b230292b541c27049232c&id=0c69662844&e=b84b0883e9
https://pilgrimuccgrafton.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf1b230292b541c27049232c&id=b8120eb5e2&e=b84b0883e9
https://pilgrimuccgrafton.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf1b230292b541c27049232c&id=f3ccbddb87&e=b84b0883e9
https://pilgrimuccgrafton.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf1b230292b541c27049232c&id=6ce84c4004&e=b84b0883e9
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The WISE team would like to thank the Pilgrim community for deciding to become a WISE 
congregation during last month’s annual meeting. We ask for your continued prayers as 
we strive to make Pilgrim a more welcoming and supportive church to all.  
 
As we begin the next steps and start implementing the ideas we’ve been working on,                       
we would like to share some information on three community organizations that offer                    
resources and support for those dealing with a variety of mental health issues.  
 
NAMI Ozaukee (National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
NAMI is a non-profit, volunteer, family based organization in Grafton that offers education, 
support, and advocacy, in addition to help finding proper care for family members. NAMI 
offers a quarterly newsletter, programs with speakers, a library covering mental health   
topics, and a resource guide to help families navigate the mental health care system. 
NAMI is also involved with CIT (Crisis Intervention Team) and CIP (Crisis Intervention 
Partners), which is a partnership between law enforcement, mental health professionals, 
and families to help while responding to people with mental health challenges. 
namiozaukee.org  
 
Ozaukee Family Services  
Ozaukee Family Services is a non-profit agency in Cedarburg with the mission of                   
“building mental wellness and strengthening families.” Their services fall into four                        
categories: Behavioral Health, Family Education and Support, Prevention Education, and 
Senior Services. Some of the behavioral health services include counseling, coordinated 
services teams, and youth groups. Ozaukee Family Services covers all of Ozaukee   
County, and most programs are offered free or at a nominal fee.  
ozaukeefamilyservices.org 
 
Ozaukee County Behavioral Health 
Ozaukee County Behavioral Health is a county run agency in Port Washington that offers 
programming for mental health and substance use concerns. They offer crisis interven-
tion, case management services, outpatient mental health and substance use disorder                            
services, and an intoxicated driver program.  
ozaukeecounty.gov/261/Behavioral-Health 
 
Please visit their website if you would like to learn more about any of these organizations. 
In a time of crisis, please call or text the Suicide and Crisis Lifeline at 988.  
 

Submitted by: 
John Carli, member of the WISE team  

http://namiozaukee.org/
http://ozaukeefamilyservices.org/
http://ozaukeecounty.gov/261/Behavioral-Health


 
  FINANCIAL / OFFICE HOURS 

Click here for           

Pilgrim’s 

Online Giving Link 

Please note that neither the income       
received nor the expenses paid occur on 
a regular quarterly basis. 

Therefore, items showing large increases 
or decreases from Budget may not show 
much difference from Budget at            
year-end. 

 

 

Pilgrim Family Directory paper       
copies  are available  upon request. 

Please contact the office if you 
would like one emailed to you or left 

at church for you to pick up                          
when you visit. 

OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Ashley—available in the office Monday through Thursday, and may also be reached by calling 920-762-0192. 

Lisa Quick or Sue Willman—available weekdays 8:30 am -1:00 pm                                                    

Office Phone: 262-377-2640 

Email:              officemgr@pilgrimuccgrafton.org          

Website:         https://pilgrimuccgrafton.org                       PP Deadline:          

      Facebook:      @PilgrimUCCGrafton                         20th of each month 

      Instagram:     @PilgrimUCCGraftonWI 
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Registration is open for the 2026 Annual Meeting of the Wisconsin Conference, 
to take place April 10-11 at Green Lake Conference Center. The theme of the 
meeting, “Cultivating Community: Rooted in Christ and Bearing Fruit,” 
points to the broad, deep relationships the  Holy Spirit makes possible across 
the Conference as we share resources, stories and ministry how-to’s.  

Register for Annual Meeting                                                                                                                    

Reserve accommodations and purchase meal tickets                                                      

at Green Lake Conference Center 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbS_KAn-qjZXyz_daF0zrvrQiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQslmsIZlo2hqmcNOPb49MNQ=&ver=3
https://uhtyj5cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y-5N3M7qs5KvtA9M3AKoFUmQn8Dc02Dk_ntem2oSuFdWxySpCed_dtnODWfHlZ1oQm0czemayGkpIBIaXbqw0puoDoNSPdZIY3XQJ2rSO93sb17G2gpR2B_UDkI7qOnAblepxv5KgjfDRlH3IRD-Fc9Bqn_oF0NdoLxtcx8h9cp9Z1NSnBaMsozBozSxIZcIIdwoIlMF7dxLCQNg5dsY8tn3Td
https://uhtyj5cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001H6_8oVx8ll9yjbocoHt5QQdan7kQZ_YUQ37krm7ipOPb6YJXV3lSo53foKTQO3FNxCYCMpxK7UfWFFE9hxAcH2xBj3Bq9jF10HXP0CDYyDUg8UgdEtSDihUNdiqzJAgfWFSb-xAtstIPG0qvM2wHEEZiROd7y7OMlmeCGe9tCnuHO52HUAqXUZXHVwYhuIG7&c=05917uKsB2RJHQV5m0QXN39
https://uhtyj5cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001H6_8oVx8ll9yjbocoHt5QQdan7kQZ_YUQ37krm7ipOPb6YJXV3lSo53foKTQO3FNxCYCMpxK7UfWFFE9hxAcH2xBj3Bq9jF10HXP0CDYyDUg8UgdEtSDihUNdiqzJAgfWFSb-xAtstIPG0qvM2wHEEZiROd7y7OMlmeCGe9tCnuHO52HUAqXUZXHVwYhuIG7&c=05917uKsB2RJHQV5m0QXN39
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Pilgrim UCC Council Meeting — January 12, 6:30pm 

APPROVED COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Present:  Geoff Nauth, Rev. Ashley Nolte, Beth Eernisse, Joy Bloemer, Marilyn Linde, Jill Timmerman, Nick Sancomb, Dave Nestler 

Absent:  None 

Centering Moment offered by Beth – The Long Winter (laughter is always an option).  Centering moment for February – Ashley will do a 

blessing for the new Council. 

Next Meeting Date:   Monday, February 16, 6:30pm 

Approval of Meeting Minutes:  Minor correction required. Nick motioned to approve as corrected.  Marilyn seconded.  Minutes approved. 

Treasurer’s Report  

Incoming 

Regular giving for December totaled $35k.  This was the highest giving month of the year.  Giving was $13k over the same              

period last year and also $5k over budget.  Overall giving is under budget by $8k YTD.  Another $5k was received in                

December towards the summer appeal bringing this total to $29k YTD, surpassing the budget gap 

Endowment fund values were up $1k in December and are up $69k YTD. 

Outgoing 

December operating expenses were $35k which was $2k over budget.  Publicity was over budget by $6k with the mailing of the 

Christmas postcards.  This was partially offset by the following line items that were under budget:  payroll by $2k, building 

maintenance by $1k, property insurance by $1k. 

Summary 

From a pure Operating income/expense perspective, we report $5k income in December.  Year-to-date we report $35k of       

income – without the $29k of summer appeal we would only report $6k of income YTD. 

Jill motioned to approve the Treasurer’s report.  Seconded by Nick.  Report approved.   

Pastor’s Report – Reviewed submitted written report.  No questions from the Council. 

Committee Liaisons 

  Building and Assets – Pending project report has been submitted for council review.  Reflects both projects under investigation   

               plus those with target dates for 2026 through 2028.  Under consideration for 2026: 

          HVAC ventilation issue in sanctuary 

        AC unit replacement 

        Completion of Hearing Assistance project for sanctuary 

        Replace flooring in Kalweit hall  

        Finance – no updates beyond Treasurer’s report 

        Staff – Treasurer position is still in flux.  Mission Director position remains open.   

Old Business 

 Pilgrim UCC Constitution Revision – Geoff submitted final changes to the constitution (adding section RE emergency                             
      expenditures and replacing references to SE Association with SE Conference.  Nick motioned to accept the finalized changes 
      and Beth seconded.  Motion passed.   

  WISE team – covenant will be submitted for congregational approval at annual meeting.   

New Business 

2026 Treasurers – Discussions with potential candidates continues.   

Hearing Assist Proposal -   Final proposal has been submitted to Council for approval.  Marilyn motioned to approve.  Motion 

seconded by Nick.  Project approved. 

Congregational meeting –   

        Beth Hartman attended to review the notes submitted by the Tech team.  Council agreed to do a dry run of the annual    

             meeting on Sunday, January 25 after 2nd service.  Materials for dry run need to be to Beth by Wednesday, January 21st.  

Dave will be point person for assembly and submission of the slide deck.   

Annual meeting materials need to be shared with congregation minimum of two weeks before annual meeting, which                 

             would be January 18.  Lisa will include the meeting materials with the January 18 Sunday AM email.  These materials   

                            must therefore by provided to Lisa no later than Thursday PM, January 15:            

             Meeting Agenda (Geoff) 

    2026 budget (Joy and Carrie) 

    Council nominations (Geoff) 

    WISE covenant (Ashley) 

    Proposed changes to the constitution (Geoff) 

    Proposed changes to the endowment policy (Geoff) 

    Minutes from 2025 annual meeting (Dave) 

Action Steps between now and next meeting – Get materials to Beth Hartman and Lisa Quick for annual meeting 

Adjourn   
Nick motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Marilyn.  Meeting adjourned.   
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