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Grace and peace to all of you

Resurrection happened in an instant. /t was within a single moment when the
breathless body of Jesus took a deep inhale and was ushered back to life.

The resurrection may have happened in a moment, but it will take hours and days for
the disciples to catch up. It will take weeks for Thomas. At first, they will be stunned.
Then they will be confused. Then they will try and make sense of what they have
experienced. Then they will grieve. They will probably rejoice while they grieve. They
will spend the rest of their lives trying to understand this single moment. A moment
that is so simple: the one who was dead is now alive—it should be easy. But as the
historian Thomas Fuller once said, “All things are difficult before they are easy.”

Including resurrection.

We will spend 40 days following Easter Sunday, April 5, following the disciples, who
are trying to understand just what happened in that tomb. We will meet their doubt.
We will meet their fear. We will meet their joy. We will meet their uncertainty. We
will walk with them as they experience a world that is different. And this post-
resurrection world will be difficult for them.

This is important for us to remember.

It is easy to believe that in that moment of resurrection, the world became easy—
it didn’t. In fact, it became dangerous for the disciples. It remained difficult for the
early church. We see this in Paul’s letters to the early church to congregations that
were riddled with in-fighting and conflict. Disagreements over practices, such as
baptism and circumcision, splintered communities. Eventually, the church would split
between the East and the West because they could not agree on the language of
prayers and blessings, nor could they agree on the ‘correct’ day of Easter (Orthodox
Easter will be celebrated on April 12). Even in the modern church, the differences
between denominations and congregations are stark. All this complexity occurred
because of a single moment in the quiet of the tomb.

Resurrection happened in a moment, but to understand what it meant, means, and
will mean for the created world (galaxies and stars included) will take ages.

We have not yet discovered all the grace and beauty cracked open in that single
moment in the tomb. We have not yet uncovered all the goodness of God. We have
not yet found the boundaries of God’s love. This is why we are called back every year,
to take our place with a woman named Mary, to encounter a man
/1) who was simply breathing. We are called to a garden to
05 ;/ remember a single instance, and spend the rest of our lives trying
to understand just what it means. And every year, we will be met
}Wﬁﬁfq with the same simple assurance, “Christ is risen. Christ is risen
indeed.” What is simple balm—in a difficult world.

Happy Easter, friends. Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed!

With love,
Pastor Ashley
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I would like to take this opportunity to say
“Thank you, Char Peterson” HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE at Pilgrim

for providing the service of preparing for ] )
us the bread, wine, and juice used for ¢ Maundy Thursday, April 2, 7:00 pm

communion for the better part of 20 years. A special service of healing, handwashing,
(i x EiTiOAATA T £ Al Agp| OE AT‘-’AI"A"’@%’TP‘-’" HFORFRERPEE A OAAT A
We appreciate you and your service. the altar. . .
¢ Good Friday, April 3, 7:00 pm
I am looking for several volunteers who would like to volunteer This service will honor the 7 Words of Jesus on

once every two months to prepare for communion. the Cross, including a special piano & cello
musical response.

The tasks involved are to prepare the trays of wine and juice, . Easter Sunday, April 5

place the trays on the table, and to slice the bread and place it Worship Services at 8 & 10:30 am
in a zip lock, as it will be put out the morning of communion R —
Sunday. The wine, juice and bread will be provided and in the Join us as we it

kitchen in the Narthex. Typically, this is done on Saturday at a celebrate the

time convenient for the person putting it together. Risen Christ!

If this is something that you would like to learn more
about or to volunteer for or maybe you would like to learn how
to do this before you decide, please reach out to myself or to

SpringU@ISadamnrday, May

Ron Wildasin.
Thank you, We need help with tulpe an
Cherie Burton, Membership/Volunteer Coordinator around church.
That means
wi ndows and
church grou
't takes a
Hawe uruwanted. items lying around your home? AN this VI\;(I) relfalls e
Donate them to Pilgrim's Rummage Sale! CHURCH mark yo
Tal O AT| Galpive), e
\\%sheet i
Pl ease
Church Rummage Sale
Donated items can be dropped. . New Member SunddyPl e afsper i |
off downstairs in.the SW@%AP"LZS join wus as we welcome new
World Room S§AM-2PM our Pilgrim Family!
. bejore April 1
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APRIL Scripture Readings—Common English Bible
5 Easter Day Acts 10:34-43; Jeremiah 31:1-6; Psalm 118; Colossians 3:1-4; John 20:1-8; Matthew 28:1-10

12 Holy Language Acts 2:14a, 22-32; Psalm 16; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31 IHA‘TLO‘(’E?YOU(\WTHAN
——eveylagling (ere—
19 Breaking Bread Acts 2:36-41; Psalm 116; 1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-35 ]EREMIAPJHI:B

26 Powerful Witness (Break the Silence Sunday) Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10;



‘l MISSIONS, INCLUSION |‘

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING? As soon as Moving forward with our community meal plan,
the total donations are available, we will let the in partnership with Ozaukee food Alliance, we are close
congregation know and will also send a check to reaching our needed ten volunteers (8/10).

to the Wisconsin Conference Office. Thank you

for supporting this special UCC Lenten Offering. Their calendar to host and serve meals in (")

2026 is full, which is great. Now that we C Ozaukee'

have almost our needed volunteers to Food Alliance
prep and serve a meal, we are on standby for 2026 to
substitute if one of their other hosts cancel. We will be given
a five to six week notice ahead of time to shop, prep, etc.
| would like to thank those of you who signed up to volun-

Pil grim members and f rtéee and 9 will keep evdrypha Ypstedwae ltirseondees
to join thel Migsiu owo U leatbnpl WNokeeéhe dalendarjfar 2027 will be available in fall for
this team, or have an usitosignapfe sSaturdayin 2q27A Pldase @ntdctae ifyani s s |
opportunities, c o nt a c have afyatbet questions Ar svéuld lgke/to be involved.a n y
Mi ssion Team member . | nh$DZ 88kr Unl * 9 UWs N
Missions Director: Please send a letter of inter- ,
est and resume to Dave Braby. v, Thank you for your donations of pop tabs
Job descriptions are posted in the hall areas for L panaid for our Lenten contest to benefit the
this very rewarding position. ﬁ McDonald  Ronald McDonald House! The winning
, House age group will be announced soon!
|
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New parents are often nervous coming to church with an infant or children. We can sit next to
them, introduce ourselves, and ask if there is any way we can be helpful. Young parents have
most likely struggled to physically arrive at church. We can let them know that they and their chil-
dren belong in this community.

People who are newly single are often nervous about coming to church alone. We can offer to sit with them in church.
The key word here is offer as some people may prefer to sit alone. We can reach out via phone calls, text messages, and
letters. We can let them know that they belong in this community.

People who are transitioning between employment positions are often nervous about changes. We can ask how they
are feeling and listen to their responses. We can listen and not try and look for solutions for them. If they ask for help,
we can ask questions about what they might need in the upcoming days. We can let them know that they belong in this
community.

People who are transitioning into retirement are often excited! We can celebrate with them! We inquire about goals or
plans they are looking forward to. We can remind them that they are more than the sum of what they can produce or
accomplish. We can provide them with a welcoming space to just exist. We can also invite them to engage in service with-
in the congregation and community when they are ready! We can let them know that they belong in this community.

For those navigating transitions, oftentimes the world feels unsteady and the ground you walk on uncertain. In moments
when feelings of disorientation, fear, grief, or anxiety arise, let it. Let yourself feel all of those feelings. When you are
ready, consider making a daily routine. Each morning/evening, consider making a routine of a few small acts, such as
brushing your teeth, combing your hair, washing your face, putting on a pair of slippers, and possibly repeating a favorite
prayer or phrase like the Serenity Prayer: Grant me the serenity to accept the things | cannot change,
courage to change the things | can and the wisdom to know the difference.€&

el Npatéi 6¢ 106G OECCi¢oT | " famf/y




Page 4 CHILDREN’s MINISTRY
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Children'"s Hour takes place every f%iay mor r
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*Kids start the service in the pe Wsigwljt their
head downstairs after the Childre®"™ Biime durin

Pilgrim Children’s Hour

United Church of Christ
This month, we celebrate Easter Sunday, The Golden Rule, the story of the Narrow
Gate, and how to become True Disciples of Christ!

Registration for the 2025/2026 Children’s Hour

: Registration is C W @il open to ! [ dhildren in 3K through 6" Grade.

o Pilgrim’s Nursery
The Nursery is open during the 10: 30 an

tyour babi esyddort dsghho3the nursery and we
i ‘two youth workers there to watch over o
the entire worship service.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfweniXs7c9MqYDbNYwu1LNDpk5b9wIK1BnhWFKQp7U9hn8Lw/viewform?usp=dialog

YOUTH MINISTRY Page 5
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Our Confirmation Classes will continue to assist with meal clean up and then % If: g
attend the Lent services together each Wednesday night during March. W Ire !?

***No class on Wednesday, April 1***

Classes resume on Wednesday, April 8

Youth Mission Trip:
July 12- 18, 2026

Bl ue Ridge Mountains of

Third payment of $150 is due April 15

Have urusanted. items lying around. your home? A/
Donate them to Pilgrim's Rummage Sale!

Thank ffow your
‘Iﬁ ﬁr support at our

St. PalJsr Dak Lunch

Church Rummage Sale

Donated. items can be. dropped Sab:rday. Apﬂ125
| §AM-2PM

off downstairs inthe
World, Room,

Contact the Youth Ministries Team
youthministry@pilagfri mu

Looking ahead:

Confirmation Day _ _MegCIaeys _
Sunday, May 17, at|10: 3M|dd!3§/llﬁ|lgh School Coordinator
Devon Polzar
Elementary/Middle School Coordinator



mailto:youthministry@pilgrimuccgrafton.org

Page 6 SOCIAL & ENRICHMENT

WOMEN’s JOURNEY: Tuesday, April 14, 12:30 pm, Kalweit Hall—please bring your lunch
COFFEE CHAT: Thursday, April 16, 10:00 am in the Conference Room
FUNSETTERS: Monday, April 27, 11:30 am — please meet at the Highland House, Mequon
Enj oy fighaersee o aaylsl beginning at 1: 00 pm in the Con
SCOPA: Monday, April 6 DOMINOES: Wednesday, April 15

CRIBBAGE: Monday, April 13 SHEEPSHEAD: Fridays, April 10 & 24
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Fri, April10  7:30 pm Il'F YOU GO¢é

Sat., April 11 7:30 pm o
Sun, April12  2:00 pm Please look for these Pilgrim

e ¥ R R trmioco members in the cast:
by Thornton Wilder A e, 7o Our Town fi Dan Eernisse and

Sat., April18° - 7:30 pm )
Love. Loss. Life. Sun, April19 - 2:00 pm Maggie Sobczak

Experiénce Grover’s Corners.

Mama Mia! i Marilyn Linde

Student & group rates
i available.

Tickets available at CEDARBURGCULTURALCENTER.ORG/CEDARCREEKPLAYERS or at the Cedarburg Cultural Center

APRIL
17-19, 24-26

FRIDAYS 7:30°
SATURDAY the 18* 7:30°"
SATURDAY the 25* 4:00°

SUNDAYS 2:00~

Adults: $22 Seniors/Students: $18

“III" ‘ ‘  NIRIIGT50 Garbeld i uns:z:st%:%?fig-i-




|| THANK YOU, PILGRIM PRAYERS & CARES m

OQur Thaemks to t

Donna THédreantroducing the Zentangle Group, arr_.!h,,v so fo
St. GPadtudatcdh the Youth | eaders, yout h, volunteer“,,,'qhklvl?lood do
support of Youth Mission Trips. v'i

Lent en OMea lad | the team members providing meal s, and t o H

Lenten Scétrooialels those who provided music and tech service
Art wow&k appreciate all the beautiful and creative wor ks

Cheri e &fuart otnhe wonder f ul Narthex Board deco each season!

For Healing and Strength

*For Bill Mauer, who is navigating more medical decisions.

*For Marilyn Gallagher, who moved to Azura Memory Care, Fox Point.

*For Landon Claeys, who is currently hospitalized; prayers for insight and wisdom for his care team, and
strength for Landon and his family— Meg, Mike and Robbie.
*For Jan Svoboda, who is recovering a heart procedure. Prayers for Melora and Neal, her daughter and

son-in-law, her caregivers.

*For Lys Buck, who continues to receive immunotherapy. Continued prayers for Lysémom, who is
receiving chemo for abdominal cancer.

*For all of those who are waiting to undergo medical testing as they search for answers.

*Ongoing

*For the safety of all our military personnel.

*For all those struggling with economic insecurity.

*For all those who struggle with mental iliness.

*For all who are caregivers for family & friends.

*For all who are homebound in senior living and assisted living facilities.
*For our brothers & sisters at Mount Horeb Baptist Church.

thing ever seems impossible
» mR@{ in Spring

. /L.M. Montgomery

OuR MEMBERS IN CARE FACILITIES OR
HOMEBOUND %
OUR MEMBERS IN THE SERVICE Thank Youw
Carolyn Fuhr, Village Pointe Commons fov yowy Svicel
Adam Lusty — US Army, Staff Sergeant w’
Marilyn Gallagher, Azura Memory Care Mark Aaron Schubert—US Air Force, Airman
Pam Paul, Home Garrett Rescorla—US Marine Corps, LCpl,

flight schooling toward aircrew certification
Shelly Papenfus, Home

Josh Meier—Army National Guard, Spc.
' Luke Johnson — US Navy-Builder Chief Petty Officer




Page 8 APRIL VOLUNTEERS
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USHERS |
8:00 am 10:30 am
5 |LaVerne Johnson 5 |OPEN
Steve Schafer OPEN
12 |OPEN 12 |Robyn Wiegand
OPEN Robert Olmr
19 | OPEN 19 |OPEN
OPEN OPEN
26 |OPEN 26 |OPEN
OPEN OPEN

SCRIPTURE READERS

8:00 am 10:30 am
5 | Cathy Wille 5 | Joel Schowalter
12 |Steve Schafer 12 |Robert Olmr
19 |OPEN 19 |OPEN
26 |OPEN 26 |Keighly &
Linda Bartsch

/
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All of us at Pilgrim are beacons of light, the
lightkeepers, contributing to the light on the hill.

All of us play a role in the community
and growth of this church.

We thank you for all that you do!
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NEI—COKZ![E 8: 0-EDale & Diane Nauta
1 0 : 3Bl & Sue Marten
To join them on Easter, or greet

on any Sunday, please visit the
SignupGenius link above.

Please visit the

BULLETINS TREATS ki
itchenette
A < = . counter
5 [4huW| U =+f|is 8| |Schowalter Family|| 5 |OPEN N
12 |OPEN 12 |OPEN 12 |OPEN
19 |Emma Lucht 19 |OPEN 19 |OPEN
26 |Yoon-Buck Family 26 |Yoon-Buck Family 26 |Yoon-Buck Family



https://pilgrimuccgrafton.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf1b230292b541c27049232c&id=54eb2b520e&e=b84b0883e9
https://pilgrimuccgrafton.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf1b230292b541c27049232c&id=0c69662844&e=b84b0883e9
https://pilgrimuccgrafton.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf1b230292b541c27049232c&id=b8120eb5e2&e=b84b0883e9
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS feEk

1 Shawna Ogburn 10 lsabel Zurbuchen 16  Carolyn Boatman 23 Toby Steckel

2 Jack Faase 11 Cody Groth 17  Tiffany Chontos 24 Jacob duVergey
Nancy Gruebling Ella Mueller Brandon Mikulski Dylan Hannemann
Jakob Nestler 12 Todd Brame Tammy Mueller Heidi Homme
Tara Stumpf Harry Ellenbecker 18 Louis Berns Ed Proctor

3 Bella Mitchell 13 Peggy Mayer Isabelle Boegel Michelle Wagner

5  Elsa Moede Carol Proctor Doug Mueller Hope Wooten
Shelly Papenfus Billy Willis 19 Owen Godejohn Paul Zachow
Daniel Weiss 14 Dave Braby 20 Kashton Glab 25 Jan Yoon

6  Erin Moede Ray Chontos Ryan Nolte 28  Connor Burrows

7 Sven Binder Abigail Wimmer Haddie Wendorf Bob Steckel
Dorothy Bowen Jennifer Wooten 22 Keira Bartsch 29 Amy Leidel
Tracey Pederson 15 Grace Gehrke Kristen Martin Tracey Van Ryzin
Kurt Sutinen Daniel Mayer Madelyn Lucht 30 Michael Wenzel

8  Liam Binder Karen Weiss Fred Yopps

George Schowalter
Aaron Schubert
Htee Sher Paw

)
6E(:lrfh Day | Arbor Day

April
4 - Birth Flower | = Founded in: 1970 ¥ Founded in: 1872
04
/C.M’T \ - £» Celebrated: April | ¥ Celebrated: Last
— 3 22 Friday in April (varies
by region)
:c8~ ic 8N:. yiole = 2 Mission:
TeocCoci c¢ceé "Diversify, educate ¥ Mission:
and activate the "Inspire people to
VERSITI BLOOD DRIVE—Thursday, BLOOD DRIVE environmental plant, nurture, and
May 7, 12:30—5:00 pm Neighbors movem.enf celebrate trees"
Link to Register: Need UL R
0 T e 2 T 0 0 L O B a0 Neighbors ’*9“4**‘*‘*‘4‘4“**‘*7
) O0Ss y e
schedul es/ dri ve 2t i on t NGL E !
4 ! g ' d on a h ghougt
Thg blood donat_e_d at your drive hgs the power to give 4 good to eet ga&in.
patlents_and_famllles the gift 01_‘ a brighter tomorrow._Your Ur second session wiil be
generosity brings hope and healing to those who need it. lConference ROGbmrsafy,
Your efforts truly make a lasting impact. fMay 14th atThlb:s®0.whp had
®signed up and coukdn't
Yal ong yvith anyon i nt
The final installment of Pastor Ashley® 2025-26 (P! €ase join us.
book discussions will be held Sunday, May 31, { Whet he f fun f gdcus,
at 10:15 am-—right after 9 am summer service. or i '; o ‘;

In fiThe Mary We Forgot,” the author unpacks Q
scripture and history to reveal the real Mary (|
Magdalene: t he f i r st apost|
who embracedohendvattthl gf @ iRe me mb e,
and c o uThealpak.also reminds us that 3 POossi bl e,
God calls ordinary and unexpected people to &
share the good news of Christ

OSSOSO SOTSOONSODS



https://donateblood.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/11618086
https://donateblood.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/11618086
https://donateblood.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/11618086
https://donateblood.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/11618086
https://donateblood.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/11618086
https://donateblood.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/11618086
https://donateblood.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/11618086

Page 10 FINANCIAL / OFFICE HOURS

Click here for
Pilgrim’s

Online Giving Link

ope

Please note that neither the income
received nor the expenses paid occur on
a regular quarterly basis.

Therefore, items showing large increases
or decreases from Budget may not
show much difference from Budget at
year-end.

»R3NDOR0U YUURS® AROIE
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UzZLTg Trs87 zai TUprTY
uacg ERLja]EF'z’IZg] afLp &
URT O 0GZLj Urer¢gG
New Member Sunday:
The 2026 UCC Annual ng of Aril12e Wi sconsin
Conference wilF lbeathetlhde AQyreielnPl9ptgetgndawarm
C ference Center di Welcomeltooﬁmewe\?\/t'th Past
on : r]’iggrimq-'amﬁy Mmémbers!
Ashl ey ar e Hart man, Ni ck San,.comb, and
Naomi Seiler. z
tc;Ourhurch
(—4
OFFICE HOURS
Pastor Ashley—A OAET AAT A ET OEA 1T &AA -11TAAU OEOI OCE 4EOOOAAU

OAAAEAA AWQURAIVITBI ¢ YTP
xAEBERRUOIT ¢YP

Lisa Quick or Sue Willman—A OAE T AAT A
| @AA OEIMOQWOPYT

Email: officemgr@pilgrimuccgrafton.org
Website: https://pilgrimuccgrafton.org

Facebook: @PilgrimUCCGrafton
Instagram: @PilgrimUCCGraftonWI

PP Deadline:
20th of each month

et »



https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbS_KAn-qjZXyz_daF0zrvrQiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQslmsIZlo2hqmcNOPb49MNQ=&ver=3

‘l COUNCIL MINUTES |\

Pilgrim UCC CoumkEeéebr Merey i h§, 6: 30pm
Approved Council Mi nutes
Present: Geoff Nauth, Rev. Ashley Nolte, Beth Eernisse, Caryn Boegel, Amber Thomas, Nick Sancomb, Dave Nestler
Absent: Marilyn Linde
Centering Moment: A Blessing for Council
Next Meeting Date: Monday, March 16, 6:30pm
Approval of Meeting Minutes: Beth motioned to approve. Amber seconded. Minutes approved.

Treasurer’s Report
Incoming
Regular giving for January totaled $19k. This is even with the same period last year and $10k under budget for the month.
We received $9k of Prepaid Pledges in January.
Other financial information for the month — Endowment fund values were up $9k in January.
Outgoing
January’s overall Operating Expenses were $33k. This was right on budget.
Operating expenses to highlight:
The property insurance is paid quarterly and hence is over budget by ($2k).
Building maintenance was under budget by $1k.
Summary
From a pure Operating income/expense perspective, we report a $13k loss in January.
Amber motioned to approve the Treasurer’s report. Seconded by Dave. Report approved.

Pastor’s Report — Reviewed submitted written report. No questions from the Council.

Committee Liaisons
Building and Assets — The BA have not met since the last council meeting. The hearing assist device support system has been
installed and is up and running in the sanctuary. In order to use the system via Bluetooth, the app WaveCast must be down
loaded by individuals. The tech team is available on Sunday mornings to assist with the set up for individuals.
Finance — no updates beyond Treasurer’s report
Staff — We are still looking for a Mission Team Director. A word of thanks to Jill Timmerman, Donna Tredrea, and Cherie Burton,
who are filling in some necessary roles on the mission team as we still try and fill the position.
Old Business
There was an expression of gratitude for the Council and Staff that worked hard to make A this year’s annual
meeting a success! ¢
Welcome to Caryn Boegel, Treasurer, and Amber Thomas, our new council members. _ | B
The Council Shared Drive on the Pilgrim network is up and running! Church
New Business .
2026 Council officers are as follows: 0%”6‘2/
President: Geoff Nauth
Vice President: Dave Nestler
Treasurer: Caryn Boegel
Secretary: Amber Thomas (Whoop! Whoop! Amber, way to jump right in!)
Erv Uecker and Ross Walker Estate Gift
Council was notified that we have been identified in the estate plan of Rev. Erv Uecker and Ross Walker. Council was
provided a letter on behalf of the Estate of Erv and Ross identifying the amount of the gift and the hoped for intention of the
gift. Council discussed the potential gift. Nick moved we accept the gift along with the proposed intentions.
Caryn seconded. All approved.
Ashley discussed the creation of a small task force to discuss and prayerfully discern how the gift would be used. Potential
names for the task force were discussed. The congregation will be invited to provide feedback as part of the process.
More details are forthcoming.
Emergency Response Webinar
Council was notified of an emergency response webinar that is available in the upcoming weeks for churches.
Lenten Meal 3/25/2026
We will be serving brats and burgers. Set up at 5:00, serving begins at 6:00. Planning for about 75 people. Nick will cook the
meat at work (Thanks Nick!) We are looking for side: Potato chips, potato salad, beans, pasta salad, and a green salad. We
are also looking for desserts. Ashley said she would ask Hope and the hospitality team for support that evening.
Adjourn
Dave motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Nick. Meeting adjourned.
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